The Place of Phenomena in the
Theosophical Society

I HAVE taken for these four lectures, confined to members
of the Theosophical Society, four subjects of great in-
terest to ourselves, and in dealing with them I propose
to ask you to look at them from a wide standpoint rather
than a narrow one, and to consider the Theosophical
Movement and the Theosophical Society, not as an
isolated movement or Society, not as a separate thing,
but rather as one of a series of spiritual impulses, like
to its predecessors in its nature, interested in the same
questions, and subject to the same conditions as those
that preceded it in time.

We find, looking back over the history of the past,
that great spiritual impulses occur from time to time,
and each of these in the past has founded a new religion,
or stamped some marked change in a religion already
existing. The spiritual impulse that brought to birth
the Theosophical Society is to be thought of as of the
same nature as those which founded one religion in the
world after another. And if we regard it in this way we
can sometimes, looking at the whole succession of such
movements, recognise certain definite principles working